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XBRL: Answering the Five Reporter Questions

• Who

• What

• Where

• When

• Why



Who (created it)

• XBRL was created by XBRL International (http://www.xbrl.org) 

• XBRL International is a consortium of over 600 global members

• XBRL International has approximately 19 jurisdictions around the
world (https://www.xbrl.org/the-consortium/about/jurisdictions/) 

• The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) started 
XBRL International in 1999

• What became XBRL was originally created by a CPA in Tacoma, 
Washington in 1998

http://www.xbrl.org/
https://www.xbrl.org/the-consortium/about/jurisdictions/


Who (is 
impacted)



Who (is using it)



What

• The Extensible Business Reporting Language, or XBRL, is a set of open 
international standard technical specifications for representing 
business reports in machine readable form.

• XBRL lets you represent the facts reported but also the model of the
report used to represent the facts.

• XBRL is an information exchange medium.

• Millions of XBRL documents are created every year, replacing older, 
paper-based reports with more useful, more effective and more 
accurate digital versions.

• XBRL is an “ontology-like thing” based on the XML syntax.



Where

• XBRL is used around the world, in more than 50 countries.

• There are 19 XBRL International jurisdictions around the world.



When

• XBRL was created in 1999.

• Several examples of XBRL adoption: (this is a partial list)
• The U.S. FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation) adopted XBRL in 2003.

• The Tokyo Stock Exchange adopted XBRL in 2003.

• The Dutch Association of Water Boards adopted XBRL in 2004.

• The Dutch Government adopted XBRL in 2004.

• The National Tax Agency of Japan adopted XBRL in 2005.

• The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission adopted XBRL in 2006.

• The Australian Government adopted XBRL in 2007.

• The U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) adopted XBRL in 2019.



Why

• XBRL enables the reliable exchange of complex and variable 
information between machines.

• XBRL makes exchanging information better, faster, and cheaper.

• Machine-readable structured information “supercharges” artificial 
intelligence software.

• Enables the effective creation of things like “semantic spreadsheets”
and “expert systems”.

• Enables enterprises to implement digital reporting internally.



Why
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